Hi Friend,
Well, we're about a year into this thing. A year of COVID-19 that (though we may want to) we will
never forget. When I look back to March 2020, I think about shuttered restaurants, empty roads,
and the feeling of uncertainty and fear that crept into every conversation. There were those of us
who took up hobbies like baking bread, some of us slowed down and adjusted to WFH, but there
were other Coloradans whose work was just beginning in a big way.
A year ago, I wrote in my newsletter that I was humbled by their bravery. Today, I think I'm more
in awe than ever. When PPE was scarce, health care workers showed up and delivered. When our
hospitals were pushed to their limits, health care workers showed up and delivered. And when

10,000 seniors arrived at Coors Field to get their vaccines in the cold, health care workers showed
up and delivered. They have come through for us time and time again, and there will never truly
be words to express how thankful I am. While the buzz has died down and we no longer howl
at 8pm to celebrate, we cannot forget the sacrifices they've made and continue to make for us.
I knew I wanted to honor our healthcare workers when the legislature officially reconvened. We
hosted three nurses from Denver Health to sing our National Anthem during the Opening Day
ceremony. To no one's surprise, they were fantastic and received a standing ovation. Then at the
end of our first week back, we held a bipartisan tribute to frontline and essential workers in Col‐
orado on the House floor. Just a small way to show our appreciation, but meaningful nonetheless.
Then, on the year anniversary of the first identified infection in Colorado, Governor Polis held a
night of remembrance for the nearly 6,000 Coloradans lost to COVID-19. These losses have rocked
us all to our very core. City and county buildings across Colorado were lit up purple as we all stood
together in a moment of somber silence. A moment to honor and a moment to reflect. The sad‐
ness was palpable, but so was the resilience. I hope we can continue to lift up the folks who have
carried us through this pandemic. To all the health care workers out there; thank you, thank you,
thank you. I'll continue to fight for you like you've been fighting for all of us.
All the best,

Nurses from Denver Health After Singing the National Anthem
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