Hi Friend,
Wow, what a week. Yesterday, I was officially elected and assumed my role as Speaker of the
House. I will never be able to fully express how thankful I am to the members who put their trust
in me. I know there will be tough days, but I vow to give it my all.
We are beginning the 73rd General Assembly during a pivotal time in American political history. As
if the pandemic and economic recession weren’t enough, just last week we witnessed a violent
attempt to subvert our democracy that claimed the lives of five Americans, including a U.S. Capitol
Police officer. As I watched the images of our democratic institutions being desecrated and
threatened, I felt many things. I felt rage, horror, and sadness. Much more than that, I felt a
renewed pride in the work we do in this building. I felt the full weight of responsibility that I have
as a public servant and a steward of democracy.
Here in Colorado, our legislative body has a long and rich tradition of honoring our democratic
principles through cooperation and decorum. We may have our differences, but when we disagree,
we do it respectfully. In the House chamber, in our committee rooms, and any time State business
is being done, we strive to embody the dignity and camaraderie that Coloradans have come to
expect.
This year, with so many hardworking Coloradans struggling to make ends meet, so many small
businesses working harder than ever to keep their doors open, and everyone worrying about the
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health and safety of their loved ones, the stakes are higher than ever. If we are to do right by the
people who elected us, we’ll have to work harder and more cooperatively. I have no doubt that
we’ll get the job done.
All the best,
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